Decanter

Jean-Louis Chave
2017 Hermitage Rouge
Rhoéne Valley, France

January 2019

A fairly straightforward vintage for Jean-Louis. 'Everything was nice', he says
about the growing season, which was very warm during the summer but with
enough rain at the right times. A barrel tasting of the main constituents shows a
powerful, lush but stately Beaumes; a fine, red-fruited and finessed Péléat; an
extraordinary Ermite of serious acidity and svelte tannins; an opulent, solar Méal,;
and a straight, peppery Bessards. The overall impression is a lush, rich, almost
jovial style of Hermitage, one with a good inner spine but generous, velvety, rich
black fruit. (MW, 98 points)
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