
Langdon Shiverick’s flagship Châteauneuf-du-Pape producer, Domaine de la Sol-
itude, has some of  the deepest roots in the area. We spoke with David Shiverick 

about what makes this Domaine so special.

“I’ve been working with Domaine de la Solitude for 28 years, since 1987. It’s one of  the 
oldest estates, if  not the oldest, in Châteauneuf-du-Pape. It’s run by the Lançon family, 
direct descendants of  the Barbarini family of  Rome and Pope Urban VIII, who reigned 
during the 17th Centu-
ry.  The story goes that, 
when Pope Urban died, 
the next pope wanted 
to rid Rome of  the in-
fluence of  his family. 
So his nephews, who 
were Cardinals, very 
powerful, and perhaps 
corrupt, had to go, and 
they were sent off  and 
settled in France. This family has had this property of  Domaine de la Solitude in Châ-
teauneuf-du-Pape since 1535, and they’ve grown wine since then. 

It is an extraordinary site, and I’m not sure any other producer in Châteauneuf-du-
Pape has the kind of  land that Domaine de la Solitude has. If  you look at a map of  
owners in Châteauneuf-du-Pape, the map will look a bit like a mosaic, little pieces here 
and there. And most people own these little bits here and there. But Domaine de la 
Solitude, because they’ve been there so long, has a magnificent single site which is 100 
hectares (40 acres) of  one single vineyard. It’s a south/southwest-facing natural am-
phitheater.”

Even for an estate with such established traditions, keeping up with the times is of  
great importance. After running Solitude for about thirty years, Michel and Jean Lançon 
have recently turned over operations to Michel’s son, Florent, who has a very specific 
vision for the estate going forward.
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“It’s a beautiful estate and now the new generation has arrived. Florent is running it 
now and he studied winemaking at Montpellier University, which is one of  the top 
three wine schools in France, then went to work for some vineyards in Australia, after 
which he came home. He’s very forward thinking and industrious and wants to restore 
Domaine de la Solitude to its former greatness. It’s a famous estate, but in the last 50 
years there have been other estates that have done good work and moved ahead. 

Because they own this 40 acre parcel, it encom-
passes the entire climat known as Domaine de la 
Solitude. So if  you look at a map of  all the cli-
mats of  Châteauneuf-du-Pape, I’m not sure any 
other producer owns an entire climat. So there’s a 
real purity here and an unmistakable silkiness and 
Burgundy like quality to Domaine de la Solitude. 
It’s unmistakable, and hard to confuse this with 
another Châteauneuf-du-Pape.”

Domaine de la Solitude has always maintained 
their quality, and Florent is only pushing that to a 
higher level. He is determined to make Solitude a 
recognized name in Châteauneuf-du-Pape and is 
sparing no expense to achieve that end. 


